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Alchemical Manuscript Series

Volume One: Triumphal Chariot of Antimony, by Basil Valentine

Triumphal Chariot of Antimony by Basil Valentine is considered to be a masterpiece of chemical
literature. The treatise provides important advances in the manufacture and medical action of
chemical preparations, such as, metallic antimony, solutions of caustic alkali, the acetates of lead and
copper, gold fulminate and other salts. Accounts of practical laboratory operations are clearly
presented. Instructions in this book are noteworthy, as they provide weights and proportions, a rarity
in alchemical literature.

Volume Two: Golden Chain of Homer, by Anton Kirchweger, Part 1

Frater Albertus was once asked if he could only have one book on alchemy, which would it be? He
answered that it would be the Golden Chain of Homer. This collection of books written by several
authors and printed in various editions, was first printed in 1723. Concepts of Platonic, Mosaic, and
Pythagorean philosophy provide extensive instruction in Cosmic, Cabbalistic, and laboratory
Alchemical Philosophy.

Volume Three: Golden Chain of Homer, by Anton Kirchweger, Part 2

Frater Albertus was once asked if he could only have one book on alchemy, which would it be? He
answered that it would be the Golden Chain of Homer. This collection of books written by several
authors and printed in various editions, was first printed in 1723. Concepts of Platonic, Mosaic, and
Pythagorean philosophy provide extensive instruction in Cosmic, Cabbalistic, and laboratory
Alchemical Philosophy.

Volume Four: Complete Alchemical Writings, by Isaac Hollandus, Part 1

Complete Alchemical Writings was written by father and son Dutch adepts, both named Isaac
Hollandus. The details of their operations on metals are said to be the most explicit that have ever
been presented. Extensive and lucid descriptions of preparations of tinctures, elixirs, vegetable stones,
mineral work, and the Philosopher's Stone provide a rich treasure in Alchemical work and medicinal
recipes.

Volume Five: Complete Alchemical Writings, by Isaac Hollandus, Part 2

Complete Alchemical Writings was written by father and son Dutch adepts, both named Isaac
Hollandus. The details of their operations on metals are said to be the most explicit that have ever
been presented. Extensive and lucid descriptions of preparations of tinctures, elixirs, vegetable stones,
mineral work, and the Philosopher's Stone provide a rich treasure in Alchemical work and medicinal
recipes.



Volume Six: Compound of Alchemy, by George Ripley

George Ripley was born in England and studied science, alchemy, and religion. He spent part of his
life in Rome, and returned to England with the secret of transmutation. This work was one of the most
popular books on Alchemy during the middle ages. It was first printed in London in 1591, having
circulated widely in manuscript form for many years. It is said to contain the best on how to make the
Philosopher's Stone, the "potable” Gold.

Liber Secretissimus, by George Ripley
The treatise, Liber Secretissimus, provides a philosophical description of the Composition of the
Philosophical Stone and the Great Elixir. Explanation of the White and Red Work is described in
archaic English. A good knowledge of Alchemy is recommended in order to follow the Alchemical
Process described in the work.

The Marrow of Alchemy, by George Ripley
The Marrow of Alchemy is translated from Latin by William Salmon (1644-1713), a professor and
medical doctor living in London. This treatise by George Ripley sets out to make plain the Secrets of
Alchemy and to reveal the Hidden Mysteries of Nature. This discourse on the Philosopher's Mercury
provides an important and clear description of tinctures and the process of making vegetable, mineral,
and animal stones.

Volume Seven: Correct Usage, by Anonymous

Correct Usage is a "how to" book of Alchemy. It contains 73 recipes on how to artificially clear and
polish stones such as agate and lapis lazuli; how to make beautiful pearls; and how to make pleasantly
scented, glowing candles. The recipes come from an old German Alchemical manuscript which is
translated into very readable English. Recipes include how to separate gold or silver from steel or
iron; how to make copper like gold; how to make tin which will not crush; how to prepare Sal
Ammoniac; how to make oil of Tartar; and purify and refine sulphur.

Volume Eight: Compendium, S. Bacstrom, M.D., (Editor), Part 1

Bacstrom's Compendium, Part 1, is a collection of extracts of alchemical books that are interpreted
by Bacstrom and include notes that provide the alchemical theory and explanation of symbols used
in the manuscripts. Bacstrom's comments provide a clear interpretation of the alchemical recipes and
processes. He discusses the occult relationship to metal such as gold and antimony and provides
procedures to produce tinctures and medical products.

Extracts include:
e The Work with the Butter of Antimony
Chemical Moonshine
Alchemical Aphorisms
Instructions Respecting the Antimonial Labors for the Sophie Mercury
Aphorisms Concerning the Universal Salt of Nature
The Tincture of Antimony



e Sir Kenelm Digby's Sal Enixum and Abbe Rousseau's Primum Ens Salis
e Neuman on Nitre: The Nature and Difference of Salt Petre

Process for the Lapis with Nitre and Salt

Conserva Fontinalis

Letter by Joel Langlottus, M.D.

Myriam The Prophetess

The Epistle of Arnoldus de Villa Nova to the King of Naples

An Anonymous Letter to Mr. Ford on the Lapis Philosophorum

The Process of the American Adept - Obtaining the Tincture from Urine
The Work with Wolfram

Some thoughts on the Hint Given by Basil Valetine of a Via Sicca Regenerationus
Principiorum

The Work of the Jewish Rabbi

Three Processes for Obtaining the Tincture from Nitre and Sulphur

A Thought of Dr. Bacstrom, Saturday Night, 1/2 Past 8, 6th of April 1805
The Mineral Gluten or The Philosophical Double Mercury

Volume Nine: Compendium, S. Bacstrom, M.D. (Editor), Part 2

Extracts include:
e The Short Processes Indicated
Le Febre's Philosophical Lamp Furnace
Secret of Secrets, or, Magistery of Philosophy
On Short Processes
A Second Experiment on the Same Principal
Baron von Reusenstein's Chemical Processes
Baron von Reusenstein's Universal and Particular Processes
Annotations on the Hermetical Triumph
Mineral and Metallic Processes
The Process of Alexis Piemontese
Lapis de Tribus
A Thought of Sig. Bacstrom concerning Platina
Extract from Joh. Becher Explaining the Process of Paracelsus Explaining The Mercury of
Venus
Extract from Isaac Hollandus
Rhenaus' True Preparation of Philosophical Mercury
Becher: Animated Mercury of Claveus
79 Wonders of a Certain Subject (Bismuth)
Discourses on the Philsopher's Stone-John Clerke
Extract from Henricus Madasthanus
Extract from Rhenanus
Preparation of the Alkahest
Thoughts upon Jugel's Particular Process



e Extracts from Wilson's Complete Chemistry Course
e Extract from Fachsens' Art of Assaying

Extract from Digby's Chemical Secrets

The Science of Alchemy (from an old manuscript)
The Practice of the Philosophers

Extract from Solis e Puleo Emergentis J. Rhenan
Extract from Practice & Work of Brothers of R.C.
Conversation with Mr. B. and Mr. Ford April 1805
Further Notes to Mr. Ford

Recapitulation of the Whole Process

Universal Process of the Abbott Clairai

Various Notes

Excerpts from Baron von Reusenstein's Processes
A Process Upon Common Lead

Volume Ten: Of Antimony Vulgar, by Alexander Van Suchten

Alexander van Suchten was a chemist who lived in Dantzig from 1546 - 1560 where he wrote
extensively on antimony. Of Antimony Vulgar provides the alchemical recipe for working with and
deriving sulphur, salt, and mercury. This work includes a useful addition from Basil Valentine on
how to make and use the salt of antimony for alchemical and medical purposes.

Volume Eleven: Coelum Philosophorum, Translated by S. Bacstrom, M.D.

Coelum Philosophorum is an excellent treatise thought to have been written in the 14th century by
John Cremer who devoted over 30 years to the study of alchemy. It was translated by Dr. S. Bacstrom,
M.D. in 1787 from a German alchemical book published in 1739. Elaborate directions are provided
to obtain powerful and safe medicines from each of the seven metals and various minerals. The
treatise gives the procedures to obtain tinctures, oils, and elixirs using both the dry and humid way to
obtain the Hermetical Treasure.

Volume Twelve: Theoricus Degree, by Anonymous R+C

Theoricus Degree, was translated from German and contains a section on the Rosicrucians, their
teachings, oaths, laws, customs, prayers, along with philosophical instruction to the Brothers on
creation and the four elements. A discussion on metals, plants, man, and medical cures are described.
Instructions regarding the operation of the Third Degree (Practicus) on the mineral work are included.
The preparation of the mineral stone in the dry way is presented using laboratory techniques.

Volume Thirteen:  Aphorismi Urbigerus, by Baron Urbigerus

Aphorismi Urbigerus is a recapitulation of the whole alchemical process, written by combining many
philosophical works. The first edition appeared in London in 1690. The second edition was published
in 1671 in German and then translated into English. The work contains the alchemical rules
demonstrating three ways of preparing the Grand Vegetable Elixir of the Philosophers. Urbigerus'



work is considered to be a clear and complete explanation of the Opus Minus and provides the process
of the vegetable circulatum.

Volume Fourteen: Last Will and Testament, by Basil Valentine

Last Will and Testament is a compilation of five books and became a "best seller" among the
alchemical fraternity in the seventeenth century. Sound chemical information is expressed in clear
terms and provides directions for the preparation of oil of vitriol. The description is written in such a
way that only one who had actually carried out the practical operations could have written it. A table
of Alchemical symbols is provided for the convenience of the reader. In addition, a gematria
dictionary provides a convenient reference for those interested in pursuing the possibility of numerical
codes in alchemical writings. A practical treatise together with the XII keys of alchemy is included
to derive the Great Stone of the Ancient Philosophers.

Volume Fifteen: Acetone, by Johann Becker

Johann Becker (1635-1682) is not only famous in the history of chemistry for his theory of
combustion, but also as a technologist, miner and metallurgist. Acetone provides an explanation of
chemical laboratory practice, including descriptions of the properties of substances used in alchemical
work for chemical experiments.

Volume Sixteen: Secret Book (Liber Secretus), by Artephius

Secret Book (Liber Secretus) was written in the Twelfth Century by Artephius, translated into English
in 1624 and printed in Amsterdam in 1578. The book provides an explanation of alchemical
laboratory processes, including antimony and the process to make a great arcanum.
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